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P- 23, note 5). For uses of the revened legs (D55) see Egyptian Studies 11,
§841-42, and for the kilt see also the Addenda.
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The tomb of Userhat , TT56

Userhat was a civil servant of middle-upper class in the middle of the 18th Dynasty. His
tomb TT56 is located towards the bottom of the hill of Sheikh Abd el-Qurna, corresponding
to his social status. The tomb was open to the public for numerous years, but only

intermittently. Its shape and its decoration are classic, but of a remarkable execution, and




the monument represents one
from the height of funeral
craftsmanship of the time. It owes
this in particular to two famous
scenes, the one of the barbers,
and the one of the chariot hunt,
both reproduced in many
publications on ancient Egypt.
Nevertheless, it will be seen that
it is not the only interest of this
tomb; indeed, it was produced
during a period of transition

during which are seen stylistic

modifications in relation to

tradition, which will then become

progressively widespread.

At the beginning of the first half of the 19th century, the tomb of Userhat was never
mentioned. However, it must have been accessible since Wilkinson copied some of the
inscriptions in 1827. Graffiti - "Eastnor, 1842" - was found close to the scene of the
musicians. Richard Lepsius visited the chapel in 1843 and recorded that access was made
by an opening in the wall of tomb TT57. From his commentary is the description of the royal
scene of the transverse gallery (see sk9064), and of the capture of birds with a draw net
(see bg156).

The opening of TT56 didn't take place until the winter of 1903-O4 by Robert Mond.
Whether he emptied the funerary wells is unknown at the moment.

In 1932-36, important restorations were necessary. Mond had noted that because of

subsidence in the proximity of the tomb, the ground and walls of TT56 moved. Concrete was

o)



used to recover and reinstate the tomb and to thus make it more secure. Nevertheless, no

drawings or report of excavations, were published at this time.

In 1956, new cracks entailed a greater restoration and security, which were led by Labib
Habachi. From this time, some scenes, such as the hunt (see 0d064) and the barber (see

tb070), are often reproduced. But others, such as the royal scene, the funeral procession,

the nursemaid, were neither scientifically evaluated nor published.

It would be necessary to wait until 1986 before a complete publication was produced by
Christine Beinlich-Seeber and Abdel Ghaffar Schedid.
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The Theban Tomb TT56 is located in Sheikh Abd el-Qurna. It forms part of the Theban
Necropolis, situated on the west bank of the Nile opposite Luxor.[2] The tomb is the burial
place of the Ancient Egyptian official, Userhat who was the Royal Scribe, Child of the Royal
Nursery, during the 18th dynasty king Amenhotep Il, and his wife Mutnefret. TT56 is one of
the best preserved Theban nobility tombs from Western Thebes and its reliefs boast many
vivid and brightly painted scenes depicting the deceased Userhat and Mutnefret receiving

gifts and presents in the afterlife.
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mose and Hatnofer

Ramose (left), Senenmut (middle) and Hatnofer on the false door of Senenmut
Ramose was the father and Hatnofer the mother of Senenmut, one of the most important
state officials under the reign of the Egyptian queen Hatshepsut in the 18th dynasty of
Egypt's New Kingdom. The commoner origins of Ramose and the rise of his son Senenmut
were long considered to be prime examples of high social mobility in New Kingdom Egypt.
For instance, almost nothing is known of Ramose's origins, but he seems to have been a
man of modest means—anything from a tenant peasant or farmer, to an artisan or even a
small landowner.l'l When Ramose died he was a man aged 50-60 (based on the dental
evidence).l?2l Hatnofer was an elderly lady, with grey or even white hair.[2l They are believed
to have been born at Armant, a town only ten miles (16 km) south of Thebes within Upper
Egypt presumably during the reign of Ahmose I, the founder of Egypt's illustrious 18th

dynasty.!
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0. in [J& /wt' ‘castle’, ‘m', ‘temple’, ‘tomb’.
The full reading 4w/, possibly later Ay¢, is suggested by the
Jaka O.K. personal name [$[][J]] Zwi* and by the isolated
temple variant ({78 * NVét-kyt, together with the Coptic equi-
valent wefow * of the name of the goddess Nephthys.

Hence the transliteration /w¢ has been adopted in this

Grammar except for the divine name A¢-k», Gk. Afvp,

‘ Hathor' where the element /a/- is clearly in status con-

 ama s
I O structus. However, in one passage of Dyn. XII [J55° is
:J,&A

rectangular enclosure
seen in plan

written for | 2 442 ‘quarry’, giving to [] the mere value 4.

1 Perhaps one of the large enclosures of reeds called in Arabic zarfbak, the enclosed
portion roofed with stalks and reserved for the women and children (Calverley).

? AZ.63, 149. * Cairo, unnumbered coffin from Asy(t. ¢ PREISENDANZ,
Pap. Graec. mag. i. 71; cf. also the place-name o7y, pw AZQ ii. 33%

8 Bersh. ii. p. 24.
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BOOK OF THE DEAD: BECOMING GOD IN ANCIENT EGYPT
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FIGURE 11.3. The vignette for BD 163, a spell to “prevent the destruction of a man’s corpse in the necropolis,” shows two
striding, winged eyes symbolic of the sun god (after Lepsius 1842, pl. LXXVII-LXXXVIII)
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